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Anno Regni 
CARO LI II. 


| R E GIS. 
Angliæ, Scotiæ, France & Hiberniæ, 


Viceſimo ſecundo & viceſimo tertio 


At the Parliament begun at Weſtminſter the 
Eighth day of May, Amo Dom. 166 1. In the 
Thirteenth Year of the Reign of our moſt 
Gracious Sovereign Lord Charles, by the 
Grace of God, of England, Scotland, France and 

Feland King, Defender of the Faith, exc. 


And there continued by ſeveral Prorogations, to 
the Fourteenth day of February, 169. 


And thence continued tothe 22th of April 1671. On which day the 


ſaid Parliament was Prorogued to the 16th day of April which 
ſhall be in the year 16732. 
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Anno XXII & XXIII. 


An Ac for the Relief and Releaſe of Poor Diſtreſſed Priſoners 
for Debt. EN 


e 7 Dalmuch as very many Perſons now Detained 
Je 92; in Pꝛilon, are miſerably Impoveriched, either by 
Leelon of the late unhappy Times, the ſad and 
SZ (I P2eadful Fire, their own Wisfoztunes, op other- 
2 3 pg wife, ſo as they are totally diſabled to give any 
2 7 Satisfaction to their Creditozs, and (0 become; 
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I without Advantage to any, a Tharge and Bur⸗ 
| = 25 then to the Kingdom, and by Molſomneſs (inſe⸗ 
ö patably incident to extream Poverty) may be: 
Wes dome the occaſion of Peſtilence and Contagious 
Diſeaſes,ts the great Dꝛejudice of the Kingdom; Be it therefoze En- 
acted by the Kings moſt Excellent Majeſty, by and with the Advice 
N and Conſent of the Lozds Spirituat and Tempozal, and the Com- 
; mons in this pzefent Parliament Aſſembled, and by the Authozity of 
| the lame, That it Call and may be lawful to and fo2 any Juſtice of 
| the Peace of any County, City, Town oz Liberty within the Kings 
dom of England, Dominion of Wales; o2 Town of Berwick upon Tweed, 
by Warrant under his Þand and Seal, to require the Sheriff, Goal- 
er, 92 Keeper of any Pziſon within bis reſpective Jurtisdicion, to 
d2ing without delap, the Body of any Perſon, being in Pꝛiſon foz 
Debt on the Fourteenth day of April, One thouſand ſix hundzed ſeven⸗ 
ty and one, 92 Damages (and Petittoning ſuch Juſtice to be Diſchar- 
ged) to [ome convenient Place within the diſtance of One mile from 
the ſaid Pꝛilon, and ſhall certifie the Cauſe and Cauſes of the Im⸗ 
pꝛiſonment, befoze the ſame Juſtice ; CUhich Warrant every (uch 
Sheriff, Goaler and Keeper is hereby commanded to obey. 
And in caſe ſuch Pꝛiſoner coming betoze ſuch Juſtice; ſhall take an 


Oath to this effed; ( Viz.) 


[| A. B. do upon my Corporal Oath Solemnly Profeſs and Declare before Al- 
mighry God, That I have not any Eſtate Real or Perſonal, in Poſſeſſion, Rever- 
ſion, or Remainder, of the Value of Ten pounds in the whole, or ſufficient to pay 
the Debt or Damages for which Iam Impriſoned; And that I have not directly, 
or indirectly Sold, Leaſed, or otherwiſe Conveyed, Diſpoſed of, or Entruſted all 
or any Part of my Eſtate, thereby to Secure the ſame, to receive or expect any 


Profit or Advantage thereof, or Defraud or Deceive any Creditor or Creditors 
whatſoever, to whom I ſtand Indebted, 4 


Then after the taking of (ſuch Oath, the laid Juſtice ſha'l Remand 
the Pꝛiloner to Pꝛiſon, and ſhall give a Certificate thercof in Tts 
ting under his Hand and Seal, to the ſame Puſoner, to be ſerved up- 
on ſuch Perſon oz Perſons, 019,01 her Executoꝛs oz Adminiſtrators, 
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Anno xxii & xxiii 
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bzought 02 to be bought againſt 


ther Officer 82 Perſon,to }(ead the General 1 and gie this Ac 


ing the ſame; And if the Plaintiff in any ſuch Action ſhalt be Monluit⸗ 
ed, 02 Uerdic paſs againſt him, the Defendant ſhall hade double 
Coſts, to be Taredbythe Court where ſuch Action ſhall be bꝛaught. 

* Þyovided always, and be it further Enaced by the Authozity afo2ee 
ſaid, That notwithſtanding the Diſcharge of the Perſon or ſuch Pꝛiſo. 
ner, as afozeſaid, upon taking the Dath atozefaid, all and every Judg- 
ment had and taken agamiſt bim oz her, ſhall be, and ſtand good and 
eff cial iu the Law, to all intents and purpoſes agatnſt the Lands, 


r Cds and Chattels only of the ſaty 


£0.and fo2 ſuch Creditoz of ſuch P2tloner oz Priſoners ſo 


Wiiſoner ſo Diſcharged as aforeſaid; And it Hall and my be lamtul 
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4 Anno xxii & Xxiii 
02 to be left at the place of the uſual abode of ſuch Perſon oz Per⸗ 
ſons at whoſe Suit the Pꝛiſoner ſtandeth Charged and Inpatioed, 
thereby appointing as well the ſald Perſon oz Perſons, as the ſat 
Ptiſoner, to appear befoze the Juſtices at the nert General Quar⸗ 
ter Seſſions of the Peace to be holden foꝛ the ſame County, City, 
Town, o: Liberty; 11 ik it ſhall appear upon Path (which Dath 
the ſaid Juſtices are Impowered to Ad miniſter) that the ſaid'Certift- 
cate was lo ſerved oꝛ left Fourty days 02 mo2e befoze the ſaid Seſit- 
ons; And that the ſatd Path taken by the ſaid P}iſoner, be not dilpꝛo⸗ 
ved by good Teſtimony of any credtble Perſon oz Perſons upon 
Oath, to be adminiſtred by the ſatd Jtifftces, by virtue of thts ga; 
Then the laid Juſtices being ſattsfied therein, ſhall direc their War- 
rant under their Hands and Seals, commanding the laid Sheriff, 
Goaler, 02 Keeper of the Pꝛiſon, to ſet at Liberty, and diſcharge 
the ſald ]P2iſoner, if Impziſoned fo? the Cauſes afozeſaid, and ns o⸗ 
ther, without paying any thing fo2 Fee, o: Chamber:Rent ; which 
CUlarrant (hall be a ſufficient Diſcharge to the ſame Sheriff, Goaler 
02 Keeper of Paiſon, and no Aaton of Eſcape, oz other Action, hail 
be bzought againſt them, 02 any of them, fo2 the lame in any wiſe. 
Pꝛovided alſo, and be it Enacted by the Authozity afozeſatd, Tha 
when ſuch Pꝛiſoner o; Pziſoners fo2 Debt ſhall have Legally taken 
the ſaid Dath in this Act p2opoled to be taken, and shall have duly 
Summoned his oz their Creditoꝛz o2 Creditoꝛs; And after the laid 
Fourty days time, if the ſain Creditoꝛ 02 Creditozs ſhall make no 
Diſcovery of his, her, o2 their Eſtates, noꝛ diſpꝛove noz detec the 
fatd Pꝛiſdner o2 Pꝛiſoners of Foz(wearing themſelves ;' That then 
ff ſuch Credito2 02 Credito2s will not be ſatisfied therewith, (that 
the ſaid Pꝛiſoner oꝛ Paiſoners may be ſet at Liberty) oz will tnſift to 
have the laid Pꝛiſoner continued in Goal, That then the ſaid Cre: 
Dito? 02 Credito)s ſhall at his and their own p2oper Coſts and Char⸗ 
es, allow and pay Meekly a reaſonable Maintenance to the ſafd 
* Pziſoner 02 Pꝛiſoners, ſuch as the ſaid Commiſſioners ofthe Peace, 
92 any Thꝛee of them, in their reſpeatve Oiviſions, ſhall ozder and 
appoint, not erceeding Eighteen pence a Week and upon Nonpay- 
ment of the ſame Weeklp rhe (atd P2iſoner o2 Pꝛiſoners ſhall be (et 
at Liberty, accoꝛding to the true intent and meaning of this Ac. 
And be it further Enacged by the Authozity afozeſatd, That upon a- 
RY Action of Eſcape, oꝛ other Suit, bzought oz to be bꝛaught againſt 
any Sheriff, Goaler o) Keeper of any ſuch ton, oꝛ other © fficer oz 
Perſon, fo2 any thing done in Obedience to this Aa, it ſhall and may 
be lawful to and fo2 ſuch Sheriff, Goaler 02 Keeper of P?tſon, oꝛ 0- 
ther Officer 82 Perſon,to lead the General Iſſue, and give this Ac 
in Evidence, which ſhall be a god and ſuffictent Diſcharge, and ſhall 
ſave harmleſs every (uch Sheriff,Goaler oz Keeper ot ]P2zifon Plead- 
ing the ſame ; And if the Plaintiff in any ſuch Acton ſhall be Monluit⸗ 
ed, 02 Uerdid paſs againſt him, the Defendant ſhafl hade double 
Cofts, to be Taxed bythe Court where ſuch Action ſhall be bꝛaught. 
Pꝛobided always, and be it further Enaged by the Autho2tty afo2ee 
ſaid, That notwithſtanding the Diſcharge of the [Perſon ofſuch P2iſo- 
ner, as afozeſaid, upon taking the Dath atozelatd, all and every Judg⸗ 
ment had and taken againſt him o2 her, ſhall be, and ſtand good and 
eff dual in the Law, to all intents and purpoſes againſt the Lands, 
Tenements, Hereditaments, Cds and Chattels only of the ſaty 
I22iConer ſo Diſcharged as afozeſatd; And it Hall and may be ſawful 
to and fo: ſuch Credito! of ſuch ttſoner o; [Paiſoners ſo Dilchargen 
N ä as 
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6 Anno XXI & XXIII 


perſon 82 perſons; lo as to charge ſuch Pztſoner with any Sum of 
Money fo2 any Tine, Beer, Ale, Uſctuals, Tobacco, oz any other 
things whatſoever, but what the ſald perſon oz perſons chall call 
fo, of his, her, oz their own accow-; And ſhall not demand, take 
02 receive, 02 cauſe to be demanded, taken 02 cecetved, direckly o2 
indirectly, any other oz greater Sum 02 Sums, then what by Law 
ought to be taken 02 demanded fox ſuch Arreſt, Taking, oz lait⸗ 
ing (until ſuch perſon oz perſons ou have pꝛocured an Appearance, 
found Batt, agreed with his oz their Adverſartes, 02 be (ent to the 
pꝛoper Goal belonging to the County, City, Town o2 Place where 
luch Arreſt. 02 Taking ſhall be) ng2 take and exact any other Re- 
ward oz G2atuity, fo2 ſo keeping the. laid SE perſons: out of 
the Goal 92 Pꝛiſon, then what he, ſhe, oz they ſhall o2 will, of his, 
her, 02 theit own acco2d, voluntarily. and freely give; No2 take no2 
receive any; other oz greater Sum 02 Sums fo2 each nights Lodg- 
ing, 02 other expences, then what ts teaſonable and fitting in ſuch 
caſes, 02 ſhall be ſo adjudged by the next Juſtice of the Peace, N at 
the next Qi rter Selltons ; And ſhall not cauſe. o2 pocure the ald 
perſon 02 perſons to pay ko; any other Tine, Beer, Ale, Aiduals, 
Tobacco, 92 other things — yes the (aid perſon oz perſons ſhall 
voluntariip, particularip, and fceelycall os. 
And that every Under-Sherift, Goaler, ** of Paiſon o2 Goal, 
and cveryperſon 02 perſons whatſoever, to whoſe Cuſtody any per- 
ſon oz perſons ſhall be delivered oz committed, by virtue of any 
Tit of Pꝛoceſs, o2 any pꝛetence whatſoever, fhall permit and ſuffer 
the ſatd perſon oꝛ perſons, at his and their will and pleaſure, to ſend 
fo2, and have any Beer, Ale, Uictuals,” and other neceſſary food, 
where, and krom whence they pleaſe ; as alſo to have and uſe ſuch * 
Wedding, Linen, and other things, as the (afd perſon oz perſons 
- 'hall think'fit, without any piuriotning, detatning oz paying fo2 the 
flame, oz any part thereok; no2 ſhall demand, take oz receibe of the 
(aid perſon 02 perſons; . any otber 9 greater Fee 02 Fees, whatſo- 
ever, fo; his o2 their Commitment, Releaſe, 02 Oilcharge, o2 fox 
bis, her, oz their Chamber-reut, then what is allowadle by Law, 
until the ſame ſhall be Settled by Chzee Juſtices of the Peace, 
whereof one to be of the Quorum, of each particular County, City, 
and Town-cozpozate, in their ſeveral P2ecints ; And fo? the City 
of London, and Counties of Middleſex and Surrey, the Two Lozds 
Chtef Juſtices of the Kings Bench and Common Pleas, and the Log 
Thief Baron, 02 any two of them, and the Juſttces of the Peace of 
the ame, in their ſeveral Juriſdictions, I 
And likewiſe that the ſaid Lozds Chief Juſtices, Lozd Chief Ba- 
ron, and Juſtices of the Peace in their ſeveral Jurildickions, and all 
Commiſſioners fo2 Charitable Uſes, do uſe their beſt endeavours 
and diligence to examine and find. out the ſeveral Legacles, Gifts 
and Bequelfs beſtowed-and given fo2 the-Benefit and Advantage of 
the pooz pꝛiſoners fo2 Debt, in the ſeveral Goals and Paiſons in this 
Kingdom, and to lend fo2 any Deeds,Wills, Writings, and Boks 
of Accompts whatloever , and any perſon oz perſons concerned 
therein, and to Exramine them upon Dath, to make true Diſcovery 
thereot, (which they hade full Power and Authozity hereby to do) and 
the ſame ſa found gut and aſcertained, to Ozder and Settle in ſome 
manner and wap, that whe eren hereafter may not be defrauded, 
but receivethe küll Benefit thereof, accopding to the true intent of 
the Donols. 4 am 
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And that theſe Accounts of the ſeveral Legacies, Gifts and Be⸗ 
queſts given and beſtawed upon the ſeveral Pꝛiſoners fo} Debt with- 
in this Aingdom, and thefeveral Rates of Fees, audthe future.Oo- 
veti\ment of Puſons, be Signed and Confirmed by the Lozd Thief 


Juſtices, and Lozd Chief Baron, oz any two of them fo2 the time 


being, andthe Juſtices of the Peace in London, Middleſex, and Surrey, 
and by the Judges fo2tyeſeveratCircuits-and-Juſtices of The Peace 
fo? the time bring; in their ſeveral Pꝛecinas, and faitly wzitten, and 
hung up in a Table in every Goal and Puſon, befoze the Firſt day of 
November, One thouſand fix hundzedſeventy and one, and likewiſe be 


Kegiſtred by each and every Clexk of the Peace within his oz their 


particular Juris diaion; And after ſuch E ment, no other 


greater Fee oz Fees thenſhall be (0 Eſtabliſhed, ſhall be venianded 


. 
% 


And whereas it is become the common pactice of Soalers and 
Keepers of? 


| Newgate, the Gatehouſe gt Weſtminſter, and ſuydzy other 
Goals and Mulons, to Lodge together in one Bom 02 Chamber 
and Bed, Milonerg fo2 Debt, and Felons, whereby many times ho- 
neſt Gentlemen, Tradelmen and others, Puſoners fo2 Debt, are 


diſturbed and 7 in the Night-time from their natural Beit, by 


reaſon of their Fetters and Irons, and otherwiſe much offended and 
troubled by their lewd and pꝛophane Language and Diſcourſes, with 
moſt hoꝛrid Curſing and Swearing. (much accuſtomed to ſuch per- 
ſons) Be it Enacted by the Authozity afozeſatd, That it chall not be 
lawful hereafter foz any Sheriff, Goaler o; Keeper ot Goal 02 Pztfon, 
to put, keep oꝛ lodge Paiſoners foꝛ Debt and Felons together in one 
Boom oz Chamber; but that they chall be put, kept and lodged ſepa- 
rate and apart one from another, in diſting Roms, upon pain that 
he, ſhe 02 they which ſhall offend againit this Ac, oz the true intent 
and meaning thereof, o2 any part thereof, ſhall fozfeit and loſe his o2 
her Office, Place 02 Employment, and ſhall foxfeit treble Damages 
to the Party grieved, to be recovered byvirtue of this Act; Any Law, 
Statute, Ulage, 02 Cuſtom to the contrary in any wiſe notwith 
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tion all ſuch Powers, Directions and Guthoitties, fo2 the full Re: 
leaſe and Diſcharge of ſuch perſons as were iu Pꝛiſon on the lald 
Fourteenth day of April; One thouſand ſix hundzed ſeverity and one; 
as afozeſatd, and of ail ſuch other perſons as have been ſince that 
time committed to P2iſon, and are in Pꝛſon on the ſaid Nine and 
twentieth day of May, as afozeſaid, as the (aid fo2mer Act hath made 
and pzovided fo2 the Releaſe and Diſcharge of ſuch who were in 
Puiſon fo2 Debt 02 4 upon the (aid Fourteenth vay of aptil; 
One thouſand ſir hundzed ſeventy and one, and every Clauſe, Mat⸗ 
ter and 77 in the (aid fozmer AR contained, ſhall be conſtrued 
and taken to the benefit and advantage of ſuch as ſhall be fn — 
upon the ſatd Mine and twentteth dap of May, One thouſand ſix 
d2ev ſeventy and eight, as fully and amply as by the ſatꝭ Act it ongh 
to have been, fo2 the Benefit and Diſcharge of ſuch as were in Pii⸗ 
— + —— Fourteenth day of April, Dne thouſand ſix hundꝛed le⸗ 
e „ 
And whereas by the ſaid fozmer A it is pꝛoblded, That it any 
Cteditoꝛ (hall inſiſt tu have his Debto? continued in Pꝛiſon after he 
hath „ the ſald Dath, and will allow him a weekly Mainten⸗ 
ance to be appointed by the Julices — the Peace, not exceeding 
Eighteen pence the week), the ſame P2ifoner_thall continue and be 
detained in Pꝛiſon: Be tt now Enarted by the futhozity afozeſaty, 
That ſuch weekly Allowance hail be paid to the P2itoner himſelf; 
and not to the * -keeper, 02 any other perſon fo; him; and it with. 
in the ſpace of Thee Months akter ſuch weekly: Allowance by any 
Credit, no Eftate of the Pziſoner ſhall be diſcovered o2-made out 
befoze Two Juſtices of _ eace:of that County and Oiviſion 
where the laid Pytſoner is kept in Pulon, then the (afd:Pyiſoner 
= fojthwith - vileharorn b. by: {Clarrant under the Hands and 
eals of any Two Juſtices of the.'Peace of the ſame County and 
Diviſion where the fatd'Pyiſoner ſhall be ſo in P2iſon, to the Keeper 
of ſuch icon in hat behalf vitened, as fully and amply as if ſuch 
Blonder had been Diſcharged by the Juſtices of the Peace at their 
Auarter Seſſions/as tu the kde — 1 Act is mentioned; and that 
then and krom thencefoth the '(atd weelly Allowance ſhalt reale and 
determine, as it the ſame had neuer been made. 
Anv-all::Paiſoners'by this preſent A, oz by the lain former At 
Freed and — krom 2 2 ate hereby Ac⸗ 
qulttep aud Die 1 of Goon ent of Chamber:Rent, 
and all atv.every any mn ue to the Ooaler 07 Reeper 
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